Introduction
'Public diplomacy' is an important part of the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy. The Islamic Republic of Iran uses public diplomacy as an instrument of 'soft power'. It is conducting its public diplomacy in various ways. This country is sponsoring a host of cultural, educational, and developmental programms across the world. This research investigates both the relevance of public diplomacy as an important component of the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy and the way Iran conducts it. For this purpose, first, the paper presents a crtical survery of the literature related to Iran's public diplomacy. Second, it highlights the importance of public diplomacy in the light of Iranian foreign policy goals and objectives. Third, it is looks at the element of culture as a key componenent of Iranian puplic diplomacy. Finally, the paper presents a survery of public diplomacy activites of the Islamic Republic of Iran across the world.
A word of caution is in order. Iran is an ideological state. It has a theocratic political system based on Shia belief system with a defined worldview. Therefore, the religious values and principles are internalized as well as constitutionalized in all aspects of this country's foreign policy, public diplomacy included in it. That is why, while assuming that the Iranian foreign policy is formulated within conventional frameworks, the role of religion and ideological and revolutionary values in this country's foreign policy cannot be ruled out.
Theoretical Considerations
In the changing international political environment the classical foreign policy is under extensive pressure to go beyond its old tradition of state-to-state interaction. (Pahlavi, Pierre, 2012, p. 21) . In this scenario, 'public diplomacy' has become one of the central elements in the modern diplomatic practices. (Millissen, Jan, 2005a, pp. 3-4) . McDowell defines public diplomacy as the "actions of a government to inform and influence foreign publics." (McDowell, Mark, 2008, pp. 7-8) . Paul Sharp defines public diplomacy as the "process by which direct relation with people in a country are pursued to advance the interest and extend the values of those being represented". (Millissen, 2005a, p. 8) .
Public diplomacy is a key element in Joseph Nye's conception of 'soft power' (Nye, Joseph S. 1990, p. 154) . According to Nye, besides military power (hard power), states should try to be eye-catching in terms of culture, wish, and ideology. (Nye, 1990, pp. 153-171) . Consequently, he regards 'public diplomacy' as an important instrument in countries' quest for soft power. (Kalin, Ibrahim, 2011, p. 11) .
As matter of fact, public diplomacy is not new to foreign policy practice. Even in the ancient times the rulers would try to communicate with publics beyond their political boundaries. (Melissen, Jan 2005b, p. 3) . In contemporary era, public diplomacy gained momentum during the inter-war period. Later on, during the Cold War "conventional diplomatic activity and public diplomacy were mostly pursued on parallel tracks". (Melissen, Jan (2005b, p. 4) . The U.S. and U.S.S.R extensively utilized public diplomacy initiatives to extend their influence over each other's sphere of influence. (Nakamura, Kennon H. and Weed, Matthew C. December 18, 2009; Lord, Carnes, 1998, p. 51) .
The phenomena of globalization and the ongoing revolution in the area of information technology have also added to the importance of public diplomacy. (Melissen, Jan (2005b, p. 13 ). The international relations experts have realized that public relations techniques should be employed in the arena of international relations to enhance countries' national interests. (Taylor, Humphrey, 2006, p. 48) .
The advantages of public diplomacy are many. While it is cost-effective, it leaves long lasting results, and its impacts remain for generations. It is particularly an effective means of promoting a country's basic values and interests. It is even more effective tool for those states who propagate a specific political ideology or a belief system, as it can serve as an effective way of indoctrination of state philosophy. However, the most important benefits of public diplomacy is that it infiltrates official limitations and directly reach out to the masses.
Against this background, the public diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran is examined in the context of this country's foreign policy goals and objectives. Specifically, the study answers the following questions: (1) What is the importance of public diplomacy in the The study is guided by the assumption that the Islamic Republic of Iran is an ideological state based on Shia belief system. This ideology profoundly influences the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy goals and objectives. So much so, Ayatollah Khomeini's doctrine of 'exporting the revolution' is the guiding principle for this country's foreign policy; and public diplomacy is employed by the Islamic Republic of Iran in the process.
Literature review
Studies on the Iranian foreign policy are many. Nevertheless, these studies mostly focus on Iran's official foreign policy or state-to-state diplomacy, thus partly ignoring the Islamic Republic of Iran's public diplomacy. To be more specific, despite the Islamic Republic of Iran's emphasis on public diplomacy, this dimension of the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy is overshadowed by this country's controversial stands on the issues of global importance such as nuclear proliferation, terrorism, Middle peace process etc.
Therefore, volume of literature related to the Islamic Republic of Iran's public diplomacy is thin in terms of quantity and scope. For instance, Pierre Pahlavi focuses only on the role of media in Iran's public diplomacy. He argues that the Iranian media diplomacy remains traditional, the one which was norm during the Cold War era. (Pahlavi, Pierre, 2012, p. 22) . (Iraq) . ( Forrest, Christopher, 2009, p. 101) . Similarly, Hamid Naficy, in his work on "Social History of Iranian Cinema" devotes a section to the role of cinema in the Islamic
Republic of Iran' public diplomacy. He argues that the Iranian media, as part of Iranian public diplomacy, targets two main groups: first, the West and the U.S.; and second, the Iranian diaspora and expatriates in order to delegitimize them. (Naficy, Hamid, 1983, pp. 269-270 
Public Diplomacy in Iran's Foreign Policy
The importance of public diplomacy in Iran's foreign policy maybe understood within the framework of Khomeini's doctrine of 'exporting the revolution', proposed by Ayatollah Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Nonetheless, he is quoted that "the best advice that can implement the revolution in Iran and export it into other places is sound advertising." (Rajaee, Farhang, 1983, p. 13 The third group believes that the revolution should be exported through public diplomacy and promotion of its values, so that, the ground would be prepared for the change in the long run. (Tavakkoli, 2010, p. 56) . It seems that Khomeini found this method effective, when he said that "the most important thing can consolidate the revolution here and export it abroad is propagation". (Khomeini, Rouhullah, 1999, vol.15, p. 321 
Culture in Iran's Public Diplomacy
The element of culture plays a key role in Iran's public diplomacy. Araghi, the head of Islamic Culture and Relations Organization, Iran, argues that culture speaks more in the future. The ideological conception of the culture is more dominant in Iran's public diplomacy discourse. The ruling elites of Iran have devised a specific version of culture discussed earlier.
They try to export it to the world. This culture has much to do with Shia doctrine from which the political system is gaining its legitimacy, and is considered as being in service of 'exporting the revolution'.
Sources and Instruments of Iran's Public Diplomacy
In order to enhance Iran's soft power, the public diplomacy theoreticians of Iran suggest various sources to be utilized. (Maleki, Reza, Spring 2008, p. 194) .
Although all of the above institutions admit that they are engaged in public diplomacy, the report released by Iran's Islamic Consultative Assembly's Research Center clearly mention that they are involved in religious activities. However, it divides them into two categories: first, those partially engaged in religious activities; and second those specifically involved in religious activities. (Kalhor, Sinad & Sadeqhi, Muhammad Masoud, 2010, pp. 11-12) . As noted in the previous sections, the religious activities are related to the promotion of Iran's official ideology. The personnel of these institutions especially those stationed outside the country are known as cultural ambassadors. They are believed to be promoting and defending the Islamic 
Iran's Public Diplomacy: Programs and Activities
Iran's public diplomacy programs are diverse. They can be classified into four broad categories. behind, as Al-Jazeera, to a large extent, is operating professionally, while the content of Iranian media are "muddled by an ideology fixed in the past with religious overtones." (Johnson, March 2012, p. 27) . In addition to the above, every public diplomacy institution of the Islamic Iran has its own mammoth communication apparatus. For instance, the portal of Ahl-ul Bayt World Assembly (ABWA), (an institution in charge of Iran's networking diplomacy), is operating with 30 websites accessible in five languages and provides its audience with different products ranging from children games to audio visuals. It offers free access to Shi'ite reading materials.
These materials are available in 21 languages. One of its websites is Ahl-ul-bayt News Agency Raees, Wahabuddin & Bani Kamal, Abdol Moghset, 2017) . In this category one should also include Iran's scholarship grants to international students enrolled in the Iranian universities and religious seminaries. On 27 September 2013, Ayatollah Makarim Shirizi, announced that only his organization was paying tuition fees for student of nine countries. (Shargh, 28 September 2013, p. 2) . In addition, a number of universities are specifically established to attract international students. In the regard the most important institution is al- All these initiatives and programs show that public diplomacy is of utmost importance for Iran in persuasion of its foreign policy goals and objectives.
However, as noted through the above discussion, these entities are different parts of the single whole. Therefore, although they are working in different areas of the public diplomacy, in many areas their activities overlap, to the extent that it becomes difficult to identify the leading actor. Homeland Security House of Representatives, US. 9 July 2013).
Conclusion
As shown through the above discussion, public diplomacy has attained an important place in the Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy to promote its ideological and revolutionary values in other countries under the guise of public diplomacy activities. Iran has established a mammoth machinery of public diplomacy consisted of different organizations. These entities are active in the area of public diplomacy, conducting numerous programs ranging from dissemination of information and developmental programs to educational and cultural activities targeting mainly the Muslim World as well as non-Muslim underdeveloped nations.
The study finds that the Islamic Republic of Iran's public diplomacy is in line with the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini's idea of 'exporting the revolution' he suggested during the early days of the 1979 revolution in Iran. Having realized the setbacks of using hard power, the Iranian leaders have found the use of public diplomacy less-costly, and also an effective method to enhance Iran's ideological interest and soft power.
Iran is using public diplomacy to augment its power and influence, and promote its ideology.
Therefore, the Iranian leaders have opted for public diplomacy to export the revolution to the world without causing any suspicion. To be specific, the successors of Ayatollah Khomeini have kept the idea of 'exporting the revolution' in low profile, and are pursuing it through public diplomacy.
